
A Message from the Chairman: Welcome to Our Asian American Celebration  

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
It is with immense pride and gratitude that I welcome you to this year's Asian American Celebration. This event 
is more than a cultural gathering; it is a powerful reflection of our community's shared journey, enduring 
resilience, and hopeful vision for the future. 
 
What began as a simple cultural festivity has evolved into a major symbol of unity. With over 6,000 attendees 
from across Virginia, this celebration now brings together more than 20 Asian cultures, uniting them as one 
voice that enriches the broader American narrative. 
 
This moment is deeply personal to me. My path—from student and HOA leadership to serving as President 
and Chairman of the Indian Association of Virginia, and now representing the broader Asian community—has 
always been guided by a core belief: true purpose is achieved when people unite. 
 
Our celebration is about more than beautiful dance, vibrant music, or delicious cuisine. It is fundamentally 
about building awareness, fostering a sense of belonging, and ensuring that future generations feel proud of 
their heritage while fully embracing the American values we call our own. We honor our traditions not in 
isolation, but by actively shaping our future here in America. We are not a side note; we are an essential 
chapter of the American story. 
 
This annual event would not be possible without the unwavering dedication of our volunteers, board members, 
sponsors, and families. Their commitment is what brings this celebration to life year after year. As you enjoy 
the day, I encourage you to look beyond the performances and flavors. See the individual stories, the shared 
journeys, and the collective commitment to building a stronger, more connected community. 
 
My deepest hope is that you leave today not just inspired, but truly connected. 
 
Because this event is more than a date on the calendar. 
It is our collective voice. It is our shared identity. It is our future. 
 
Welcome, and thank you for being an essential part of this celebration. 
 
Warm regards,​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Rakesh Bainsla 
 
Chairman 
Asian American Society of Central Virginia 


